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Dear Friends in Christ, 

This month of March will mark one year of pandemic mania.  The measures we 
have all necessarily undertaken have been at a great cost to our common life.  
Now that the vaccine is widely circulating, and we have a much better 
understanding of the virus, for the sake of our souls, it is time to Draw Near to 
God and to one another in the House of the Lord. 

I want to encourage you to pick up a copy of Draw Near: Hebrews on Christian Worship, by the 
Rev. Charlie Holt.  It is a wonderful daily Lenten devotional and study on the Book of Hebrews 
highlighting the unique nature of Christian Worship.  (You can pick one up in the church office for 
$10.)  We will be covering this material in Sunday School, or you can do the study and view the 
videos at home. 

The book of Hebrews is a sermon on worship and meant to teach us how to experience the 
awesome presence of God in the context of worship.  God desires us to be in an intimate 
relationship with Him.  Worship is the way in which we enter into the fullest communion with the 
Living God and then are sent out into the world to keep the faith and share that love of Christ.   

Hebrews 4:12 says, “The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword.”  
Worship begins with the assumption that God is present and actively speaking to us both 
individually and collectively.  As we open our hearts and minds to His living and active word, he 
draws us nearer to His throne of grace and to Himself.  “Therefore, we must pay much closer 
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away. (Hebrews 2:1)”  

The word of God calls us back together as it draws us near to the Most Holy Place.  “Let us 
therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness so that we may receive mercy and find 

         (continued on page 2)
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FROM THE RECTOR (continued)
grace to help us in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16)” Worship is the place where we find our 
sabbath rest and peace; the place where we are restored and renewed.  We are all very much in 
need of God’s sabbath rest. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus the founder and perfecter of our faith… (Hebrews 12:1-2).” 
  
Come and draw near to the Lord and find rest for your souls so that you can run the race that is 
set before you. Keep your eye’s fixed upon Jesus, the perfecter of our faith!  

Yours in Christ, 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:00 a.m.   ��10:30 a.m.   ��5:30 p.m. 

The Church offers three Sunday worship services in-person.  We are following our Phase 2b 
Protocol and Guidelines in order to continue to provide a safe way to worship in our sanctuary.  
Online Options:   
We record one of the Sunday morning services and then email the service to our congregation.  
It is also posted on our website at cotgs.org.  Live Stream is also available on our website and our 
app at 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings. 

Regular Wednesday Evening Worship 
5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

(Healing portion of the service will resume after Lent.) 
This is the perfect service for those who want a smaller setting with fewer people.  Healing 
prayers are offered for your health, addiction, mental well-being, restoration, and peace. 

Wednesday Evening Services during Lent 
5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist and Guest Preacher 

We invite you to a special Lenten service at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary where we feature a special 
guest preacher each week.  Available on Live Stream and Recorded video on our website. 

✣  Three Easter Morning Services this Year  ✣   
(Note the time differences.  No Sunday School and no 5:30 p.m. Service.) 

8:00 a.m.      ✣      9:30 a.m.      ✣     11:00 a.m. 

http://cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org
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LENT

Our theme for Lent in 2021 is “Draw Near.”  James 4:8 says, 
“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”  This goes 
along with our Good Shepherd theme for this year, “Let us go 
to the House of the Lord.”   
About our Lent theme - Draw Near 
We are using the Rev. Charlie Holt’s book, “Draw Near” as our 
guide through the season of Lent.  Rev. Holt says that 
sometimes it is tempting to go back to the days when God 
was not the center of our lives.  We all face pressures to drift 
away from intimacy with Jesus and the community of the 
church.  However, the Lord invites us to pay attention, to 
move forward, to draw near, and to live lives of worship.   
About the Rev. Charlie Holt 
Rev. Charlie Holt is the author of the series we studied in 
2019 on “The Christian Life.”  He is the director of Hearts Alive 
and serves as an associate rector of The Church of St. John 
the Divine in Houston. He will be with us on March 3rd. 
About the book, “Draw Near” 
Rev. Holt uses the book of Hebrews as a resource for “Draw 
Near.”  We will use this book in Sunday School, but you may 
also use it independently at home.  It is a six-week study to 
help you learn to truly and rightly worship the Living God.  
You will be challenged to strengthen your relationship with 
God and his people.  The book has both a Daily Devotional 
and a weekly Study Guide. 
How to get the book: 
The books will be available to you in the Church Office, at the 
Wednesday services, and at Sunday School for $10. 

WEDNESDAYS  
IN LENT 

February 24 - March 24 
5:30 p.m.  

Service with Holy Eucharist 
& Special Guest Preacher 

Something a little different on 
Wednesdays this year in Lent: 
Wednesdays in Lent look a little 
different this year, but are both 
meaningful and inspirational.  
Our theme for these services/
programs is “Draw Near.” 

Instead of potluck suppers, this 
year we invite you to a special 
service at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary where we feature a 
guest preacher each week.   

Guest Preachers: 
February 24 

Bishop Gary Lillibridge 

March 3 
Rev. Charlie Holt 

March 10 
To be determined 

March 17 
Bishop Rayford High 

March 24 
Bishop David Reed 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Adult Sunday School 
DRAW NEAR 
9:30 a.m. in Munds Hall Auditorium - Led by the Rev. Milton Black and the Rev. Philip May 
The Rev. Milton Black and the Rev. Philip May lead an adult Sunday School class together on Lenten 
theme for 2021: Draw Near.  Online worship is convenient but will never be an adequate substitute 
for worshipping together in-person.  Draw Near references the book of Hebrews and how to worship 
the Living God.  Books are available for $10 in the Church Office and in Sunday School.   

DRAW NEAR for Parents of Young Children 
9:30 a.m. in Dobbins Hall Adult Classroom - Led by Rev. William Campbell 
During Lent, Fr. William will use the book Draw Near in his class.  This class will be focused on the 
importance of worship and offer encouragement  for young families.  The book of Hebrews is the 
biblical resource for Draw Near.  Books are available for $10 in the Church Office and in Sunday 
School.  We offer Sunday School for children at the same time in our Water Street Classrooms.   

Wednesday Evening Classes - NEW in Lent 
A THEOLOGY OF WORSHIP 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Online  
Contact the Church Office to get Zoom Information 
Led by the Rev. Philip May  
COVID has been so disruptive, but it has taught us about community, connection and worship. That 
is the motivation for our theme this year: “I was glad when they said let us go to the house of the 
Lord.” (Psalm 122:1)  This is a perfect time to think about our worship, our role in it, and its 
importance in our lives. Is worship something we watch? Is it just meant to give us certain feelings? 
What is worship for? We will be reading a great little book together: A Theology of Worship by 
professor Louis Weil, available from Amazon, and from thriftbooks.com.  All are welcome! 

WHEN GOD DISAPPOINTS: FAITH IN DARK TIMES  
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in Dobbins Hall Adult Classroom 
February 17 - March 31 
Led by the Rev. Frank Fuller  fef3t@aol.com 
So often in the Bible and the history of the Church, it has seemed God's promises have failed to 
materialize and the people's prayers have been denied.  This study will examine moments when the 
darkness seemed to overcome--The Exile to Babylon, Jesus' Messiahship, Christ's Return, the failures 
of the Church in history--and how God calls his people to a deeper faith.

ADULT INQUIRERS CLASS 
9:30 a.m. in Munds Hall Library - Led by Rev. Frank Fuller (Zoom can be requested.) 
The Rev. Frank Fuller leads an Adult Inquirers Class for anyone interested in officially joining the 
Episcopal Church.  This class gives a wealth of information about the Church and what it means to be 
an Episcopalian.  If you are interested or have any questions, please email Fr. Frank at fef3t@aol.com.

“Draw Near” 
Weekly video can be viewed at 

https://biblestudymedia.com/pages/
draw-near-all-sessions-on-video

https://biblestudymedia.com/pages/draw-near-all-sessions-on-video
https://biblestudymedia.com/pages/draw-near-all-sessions-on-video
mailto:fef3t@aol.com
http://thriftbooks.com
mailto:fef3t@aol.com
http://thriftbooks.com
mailto:fef3t@aol.com
mailto:fef3t@aol.com
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HOLY WEEK

HOLY WEEK 
PALM SUNDAY 

March 28 
8:00 a.m.  

Liturgy of the Palms & Holy Eucharist 
10:30 a.m    

Liturgy of the Palms & Holy Eucharist 
5:30 p.m.  

  “Come As You Are” Eucharist 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
Video available on our Website 

during all of Holy Week 

WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST  
March 31  
5:30 p.m.   

Holy Eucharist  

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
April 1 

5:30 p.m.  
Maundy Thursday Liturgy  

(LIVE Stream also available at cotgs.org) 

GOOD FRIDAY  
April 2 

7:00 a.m.  
Communion from Reserve Sacrament 

12:00 p.m.   
Good Friday Liturgy  

(LIVE Stream of this service at cotgs.org) 

EASTER SUNDAY  
April 3  

(Three Morning Services this Year) 
8:00 a.m.   

Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m.  

Holy Eucharist 
11:00 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist 

      Alleluia Egg Hunt immediately 
following the 11:00 a.m. service  

on the church lawn. 
  * No 5:30 p.m. Service 

Easter Sunday.

ORDER EASTER LILIES 

YOUR NAME  

IN THANKSGIVING FOR 

IN MEMORY OF 

AMOUNT DONATED 

MAIL OR RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
Church of the Good Shepherd  
700 S. Upper Broadway Street  

Corpus Christi, Texas 78401  
or email it to cotgs@cotgs.org 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO COTGS WITH A 
NOTATION “EASTER FLOWERS” 

You can give at the Church Office  
or online at cotgs.org/giving/online-payment/ 

or through our Church App - Ministry One

HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES 
Contributions for Easter lilies are now being taken in the 
Church Office. Lilies will adorn the altar area during our 
Easter services and your loved ones will be listed in the 
order of service. 

The deadline is Friday, March 26th.  

Flowering of the Cross 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
Before all Services in Courtyard 
The Cross will be located in the Courtyard to be 
Adorned with flowers before all services.  Everyone 
is invited to bring fresh flowers to adorn the cross. 

Alleluia Egg Hunt 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
Following the 11:00 a.m. Service 
The annual Alleluia Egg Hunt will follow the 11:00 
a.m. service on the church lawn. 
Candy-Filled Eggs Needed 
If you would like for your children to participate, please bring 
two dozen treat filled Easter eggs per child to the Church Office 
by Friday, April 2nd. 

http://cotgs.org/giving/online-payment/
http://cotgs.org/giving/online-payment/
http://cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org
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CHURCH COMMUNITY

       Sundays 
8:45 - 9:15 a.m. 
Everyone misses joining together for breakfast on 
Sunday mornings.  We have now come up with a way to 
gather safely.  We will have delicious breakfast tacos to 
pass out with coffee under the pergola outside Dobbins 
Hall.  We can social distance outside while having tacos, 
coffee, and fellowship!  (We will have donuts for children 
who would prefer them.)             #Tacoboutfellowship

Tacos & Coffee  
Under the Pergola

VESTRY 
2021 Vestry Executive Board 

Scott Landreth 
Senior Warden 

Hamilton Rogers 
Junior Warden 

Dane Bruun 
Treasurer 

Samantha Gates 
Vestry Clerk 

Vestry Members: 

Anantha Babbili 
Tiffany Batchelor 
Ben Donnell 
Samantha Gates 
Rob Grainger 
Hayden Head 
Scott Landreth  
Amy Liles 
Sue Madry

Joseph Payne 
Leslie Peart 
Laurelyn Pohlmeier 
Gregg Robertson 
Hamilton Rogers 
Henry Sapp 
Nowery Smith 
Kimberly Tompkins 
Elaine Yellen
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CHURCH COMMUNITY

MORNING PRAYER WITH 
REV. PHILIP MAY

ELIZABETH BLACK’S 
ONLINE BIBLE STUDY 

Pilgrim’s Path:  
A Study of the Psalms 

Offered Again this Winter/
Spring as an Online Study 

Pilgrim’s Path is for those who seek 
to know and love God more, to 
discover God’s purpose for their 
lives, and find their life in it.  

This Study Includes: 
• 13 weekly lectures posted as  

Podcasts 
• 13 sets of study questions 

Work at your own pace: 
Listen to the Podcasts any time on 
any device (mobile phone, tablet or 
computer). 

This study is ideal for personal use 
or it can be the basis for a small 
group study - even remotely. 

To Learn More Go To: 
https://elizabethheadblack.com/
psalms-study/ 

Register online to participate in 
the study. 
Direct Link to the registration page 
for the study: 
https://elizabethheadblack.com/
psalms-registration/ 

$10 cost for all online materials.

WOMEN’S TUESDAY  
BIBLE STUDY

Morning Prayer by Zoom 
Led by the Rev. Philip May  
Monday - Thursday at 8:15 a.m. 
Begins March 1 
Have you lost a little motivation in 
these last few months? Just want to 
start the day right? Join Fr. Philip for a 
Morning Prayer by Zoom, Mondays through Thursdays.  
Follow along with your Book of Common Prayer, use a 
Book of Common Prayer app, or just listen in.   
The link will be on the Church web page, and on our 
Ministry One app. This is a very simple service of scripture 
and prayer, and we’ll be finished and ready to face the day 
in 15 - 20 minutes.  
(The Zooms are not interactive.  They are for viewing only.)

Morning Prayer

Psalms: Prayers of the Heart 
Tuesdays from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.  
In-Person in the Parlor 
Group-Led Study 
This study focuses on 12 psalms and 
how to pray them.  This is a group-led 
study with six women from our 
congregation taking turns leading the 
discussion questions.   

The book that guides this study is Psalms: Prayers of the 
Heart by Eugene H. Peterson.  The study teaches you how 
to relate to God as you pray your doubts, fears, and anger 
and will show you how to respond to God in praise. The 
book can be ordered on Amazon.

https://elizabethheadblack.com/psalms-registration/
https://elizabethheadblack.com/psalms-registration/
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MISSION & OUTREACH
OUTREACH PROJECT FOR LENT 
Coastal Bend Food Bank 
The Coastal Bend Food Bank is busier than ever helping many local people in our community get 
the food that they need.   We are having a special food drive during the season of Lent.  

Items you can donate: 
Canned Foods 
VEGETABLES: Carrots, Peas, Green Beans, Mixed Vegetables, Tomatoes 
FRUIT: Peaches, Pears, Pineapple, Mixed fruit, Oranges 
PROTEIN: Ham, turkey, chicken, salmon, tuna, beans, peanut butter 
SOUPS: Low sodium soups 

Non-perishable Food Items 
GRAINS: Pasta, Macaroni & Cheese, Rice (Brown), Cereal 
OTHER ITEMS: Pasta Sauce & Juice 
Personal Care Items 
Toothpaste, shampoo, bath soap, toilet tissue, baby diapers 

Household Items 
Laundry detergent, dish soap 

Where to donate items: 
Donation boxes will be located in the Narthex in the Church and in the Church Office. 

Monetary donations can be made to the church for the Food Bank  
Please make your check out to COTGS and put “Food Bank” on the memo line.  You can also donate 
online on our website or on our app.  Please choose “Other” and indicate “Food Bank” in the 
notation area for online giving.  We will take all donations and write one check from the church.

Egg Ladies Easter Egg Creations Ready for Pick-Up 
Drive-Thru Egg Pick Up Mondays & Wednesdays in March 

Begins March 1st 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

• Drive to the front of the Church Office (stay in your vehicle) 
• Eggs will be brought to your car window 
• Pay with exact cash, a check, or pre-pay online 
Make checks out to the Egg Ladies.  Pre-pay on our website at cotgs.org or on our Church 
App.  Click “Other” and type in “Egg Ladies.” 
If you are not on the Egg list, you can call the Church Office and be added to the wait list.  
You will be called when Eggs become available.
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STEWARDSHIP

GIVE ONLINE 
Giving Online is simple! 

3 Easy Steps: 
1. Go to cotgs.org 
2. Click the GIVING tab 
3. PAY ONLINE & SUBMIT 
The drop-down menu gives 
options to pay on your 
pledge as well as the ability 
to make other contributions.  

If you have a QR code reader 
on your mobile device, scan 
over the image below and it 
will take you directly to our 

Online PAYMENT page! 

QR CODE  
to GIVE ONLINE

Stewardship falls in the category of discipleship.  Part of 
discipleship is the use of our money, gifts, abilities and resources.  
As followers of Jesus, we are called to leave the kingdom of this 
world and come under the rule and reign of God.  When we 
choose to follow Him, we serve a new master and everything we 
have belongs to Him.  We give back to God as His instruments on 
earth with praise and thanksgiving.

Ways to Pledge 
• Pledge Card - mail to the Church Office or bring to church 
• Pledge Online -  https://cotgs.org/giving/make-a-pledge/ 

We appreciate your commitment to Good Shepherd.  It takes all of 
us, as members, to run our facility, grounds, and programs, as well 
as help our community through mission and outreach.   

Pledge cards can be placed in the offertory plate on Commitment 
Sunday, or anytime you are in church.  They can be mailed or 
brought to the Church Office, or you can go on to cotgs.org and 
make a pledge or payment online.

QR CODE  
to PLEDGE ONLINE

Our church app is called 
MINISTRY ONE in the App store 
on your mobile device. 

Once you download the app, 
church members can request to 
set up a personal profile.  The 
directory will only be visible to 
members with these 
credentials.   Members can also 
access their account.

You can scan the image 
below and it will take you to 
our “Make a Pledge” page 

on our website.

https://cotgs.org/giving/make-a-pledge/
http://cotgs.org
https://cotgs.org/giving/make-a-pledge/
http://cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL FOR 

CHILDREN 

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School is offered for all 
ages.  We will follow Phase 2b 
protocol from the diocese.  
Masks are required and we will 
social distance.  Each of the three 
age groups will be in separate 
classrooms.  
3 Year Olds - 1st Grade: Room 107 
2nd - 5th Grade: Room 102 
6th Grade Confirmation: Room 106 

NURSERY 

Ages 1 - 2 
Sundays from 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 
Until further notice, we will only 
be able to accept children ages 1 
- 2 in the nursery.  All infants 
under the age of 1 are welcome 
to go with their parents to the 
adult Sunday School classes.  
They are also always welcome in 
the sanctuary during worship.  

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 
3 year olds - Kindergarten 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
We are happy to provide Children’s Chapel during 
our 10:30 a.m. service. Safety guidelines and 
protocol are followed.  
• Meet outside the chapel. 
• We will practice social distancing. 
• We will join the parents in the church for communion

HAPPENING 

FOR 10TH - 12TH GRADE 
New Date for  

the Next Happening: 
May 14 - 16 

The diocese has pushed the date 
for Happening from March to 
May to ensure the safety of all 
participants.

NEW! CELEBRATION CHAPEL 
Sundays during 10:30 Service  
Music-Filled Worship 
1st - 12th Grade  
in Munds Hall Auditorium 
BEGINS SUNDAY, MARCH 14 @ 10:30 A.M. 
Our Middle and High School Youth will lead our elementary 
students through a fun and meaningful worship service in 
Munds Hall Auditorium during the 10:30 a.m. service.  
Everyone will join their parents for communion. 

• Procession with Special Banners 
• Guitar-led Song and Praise 
• Special Worship led by our Youth 

Middle and High Schoolers will receive leadership training.  
Our Youth Minister will reach out to them with more 
information soon.  Training will be fun and won’t take much 
of your time. 

We are excited to welcome Antonio Zuniga as our guitarist 
and music leader!  Antonio is a senior at Ray High School 
and has been a guitar player and music leader at Camp 
Capers and Happening. 

THIS IS EXCITING!  BRING YOUR KIDS! 
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES



WORSHIP SERVICES & HOURS 

Sunday Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. Family Eucharist  
5:30 p.m. “Come As You Are” Eucharist 

Nursery For the Little Ones 
1 - 2 Years in the Nursery  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
3 Years - Kinder in Children’s Chapel  10:30 - 11:15 a.m. 
From Children’s Chapel they join their families in Church  
before Communion. 

Sunday School Classes  
Sundays 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
Children Meet in the Water Street Classrooms 
Youth Meet in the Water Street Classrooms 
Adults:   
Large Group w/Rev. Black & Rev. May in Munds Hall Auditorium 
Parent class w/Rev. Campbell in Dobbins Hall Classroom, and 
Adult Inquirers class w/Rev. Frank Fuller in Munds Hall Library 

 

Weekday Services  
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. Healing Service with  
   Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 

Monthly Services 
(Suspended until further notice.) 
We offer a service of Holy Communion at the Trinity Towers 
retirement community at 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of 
every month. 

St. James Chapel Services 
Tuesdays at 8:05 a.m. K-2nd Grade Chapel  
Tuesdays at 8:40 a.m. 3rd & 4th Grade Chapel  
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. Preschool Chapels (4 services) 
Thursdays at 8:05 a.m. Middle School Chapel 

At this time, we will not be able to accommodate parents at 
our chapel services.  It is for scholars and faculty only until 
further notice.

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
700 S. Upper Broadway 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78401-3521 
(361)882-1735      cotgs@cotgs.org 


