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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Unfortunately, Corpus Christi continues to be deeply impacted by the coronavirus. 
The Phase 2 Committee, led by Dr. Mason, has been monitoring and discussing the 

current situation.  It is their opinion that, because the Church is an essential operation, we should 
continue to offer worship as long as we can manage it safely.  There are parishioners who are 
choosing to come and worship because they feel safe, and because it gives them life and hope.  
This is what we are here for, and we want to continue to offer it as long as it can be done in a safe 
way.  For those of you who are worshipping with us online, we hope that this has been a blessing to 
you until we can all join together in person again. 

The Church of the Good Shepherd has been following a very strict set of guidelines for our in-
person worship, and we remain confident, given the amount of space in our sanctuary, that our 
preparations, planning, and protocols are sufficient to continue to accommodate the number of 
people, currently 30 - 50, who are attending our morning services. The Sunday evening 5:30 
Service has been suspended until further notice. 

As a reminder, if you have been exposed to someone who is sick, or even if you are not feeling 
well, please do not risk exposing others until you have been tested and cleared by your doctor. If 
you have an underlying health condition, please consult your doctor before returning to public 
gatherings.  We are pleased to offer live stream worship online each Sunday through Facebook 
Live, as well posting a recorded service to our website each Sunday.  

          (continued on page 2) 

Latest Update from the Rector
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UPDATE FROM THE RECTOR (continued)
(continued from page 1) 

Currently, we are planning our Fall programming year; all of which is subject to change.  We 
are looking forward to having Bishop Reed with us on Sunday, August 30th, for 
Confirmation.  We will let you know more about the details of the Confirmation Service in 
the days to come.  Additionally, we are planning for Rally Day, September 13th, celebrating 
our 160th Birthday; picnic style following the 10:30 service.  Of course, like everything else 
these days, this is tentative, but we are hopeful and prayerful that we can celebrate outdoors 
in a safe way.  Please be on the look-out for new and changing information regarding the 
calendar. 

The clergy and staff are here for you.  We have been making check-in phone calls on all of our 
parishioners.  Please let us know how we can support you and your family during this time.  You are 
in our prayers daily.   

We are all creative, industrious, and adapting to these new circumstances; learning how to live 
again in this environment, and that is so important.  Take care of yourselves and take care of one 
another.  We need each other and will get through this together.  We are looking forward to seeing 
you soon.  Keep the faith.  “Be of good courage.  Hold fast to that which is good!  Render to no one 
evil for evil.  Support the weak, help the afflicted, honor all persons; love and serve the Lord,” and 
may the peace of Christ rule in your hearts always. 

  
Yours in Christ, 
Milton+ 

Summer Sunday Worship Services 
8:00 a.m.   ��10:30 a.m. 

The Church offers two Sunday services this summer.  For those who would prefer to view the 
service online, we will continue to offer that option.  We record one of the Sunday morning 
services and then email the service to our congregation.  It is also posted on our website.  We 
also offer Live Stream through Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings. 

Those who have underlying health conditions are encouraged to consult with your doctor before 
returning to public gatherings.   

http://www.cotgs.org
mailto:cotgs@cotgs.org
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WORSHIP

Phase&2&Diocesan&Worship&Service&
Protocol&&&Guidelines&

Before&Entering&the&Sanctuary:&

• Follow%the%instruc/ons%of%Greeters%&%Ushers%

• Put%on%face%mask%

• Sani/ze%hands%

• Pick%up%Service%Bulle/n%

Sea3ng:&

• Ushers%will%direct%sea/ng%op/ons%

• Sit%on%the%end%of%an%open%pew%

• A%household%of%5%or%more%will%need%an%en/re%pew%

Modified&Liturgical&Plan:&

• We%will%not%have%procession%or%receiving%lines%

• Music%will%be%played,%but%no%singing%

• Passing%the%peace%will%be%a%wave%from%a%safe%distance%

• Offertory%basins%will%be%sta/onary%in%the%rear%of%the%church%

Communion:&

• The%Clergy%will%bring%communion%in%one%kind%(bread%only)%to%the%congrega/on%

• Remain%seated%in%your%pew%with%hands%out%to%receive%the%wafer%

• If%you%would%prefer%a%blessing,%cross%your%hands%over%your%chest%

Dismissal:&

• Please%take%your%bulle/n%and%mask%with%you,%do%not%leave%anything%in%the%pews%

• The%Clergy%will%offer%direc/ons%for%exit%op/ons%

• Pews%will%be%dismissed%individually
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Confirmation Information 
Sunday, August 30  
10:30 a.m. Service 
For those who missed their Confirmation this 
year, we have good news!  Bishop Reed will 
be with us Sunday, August 30, for Confirmation at the 
10:30 service.  Of course, like everything else these days, 
this is tentative, depending on the state of the health 
crisis.  Your confirmation teachers will be in touch with you 
regarding the details.    

The Story 
We have concluded the Old Testament portion of The 
Story.  We will begin the New Testament in September. 

Live Stream Church Service  
The church offers two Sunday services this 
summer.  For those who would prefer to 
view the service online, we are offering 
that option.  Currently, we are recording 
one of the Sunday morning services and 
then emailing the service to our 
congregation.  It is also posted on our website.  We also 
offer Live Stream through Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday mornings. 

Wednesday Classes Online 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. or 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
The Rev. Philip May's Wednesday evening class is 
available online.  We are reading a wonderful book 
together: Basic Bible Interpretation: A Practical Guide to 
Discovering Biblical Truth, by Dr. Roy Zuck. The Bible is our 
book, but it’s not always easy to understand. Dr. Zuck 
guides us in a faithful, careful, down to earth way, showing 
us how to interpret scripture honestly and reverently. We 
all know folks who make the Bible say whatever they want 
it to say. Join us, and learn how to listen to scripture.  If 
you are interested in being added to this online group, 
contact Fr. Philip at pmay@cotgs.org. 

ONLINE RESOURCES 

Daily Morning Prayer with  
the Rev. William Campbell 
If you are looking for ways to connect 
with God as a family, or if you're 
seeking resources for deepening your 
own spiritual walk, visit Rev. William's 
new site www.AllThisGift.com.  You'll 
find opportunities to join in praying the 
Daily Office of Morning Prayer, learn 
techniques for praying, see St. James 
School content, view “how to” videos, 
and more. 

Right Now Media 
Right Now Media is like a Christian 
Netflix.  You will find Bible studies, 
documentaries, movies, children's 
programming, Christian education, and 
so much more.  If you have not received 
an invitation from the Church to join, 
please email Lesleigh Landreth at 
LLandreth@cotgs.org and we will get 
that sent to you.  RNM is free to all of 
our members of Good Shepherd!  Visit 
www.rightnowmedia.org to get a sneak 
peek of this great website.   

Elizabeth Black's Website and Blog 
Elizabeth Black's website and blog are 
wonderful resources during this time.  
Visit her site for inspiration, 
encouragement and fellowship.  When 
you get to her page, fill out the 
“Subscribe” section to receive her 
emails of her blog.  It is free and your 
information is not shared with anyone 
else.  To subscribe for free to her emails 
and blog, visit 
www.elizabethheadblack.com. 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org
http://www.elizabethheadblack.com
http://www.rightnowmedia.org
http://www.elizabethheadblack.com
mailto:cotgs@cotgs.org
http://www.cotgs.org
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CHURCH COMMUNITY

Sanitation of the Church
After each Sunday service, the entire sanctuary and other 
common areas will be sanitized with Vital Oxide, a no 
rinse sanitizer.  Vital Oxide is an EPA registered hospital 
disinfectant strong enough to kill the Corona Virus plus 
many other viruses and bacteria, yet gentle enough to be 
used on food contact surfaces.  It will not irritate your skin, 
and does not contain Volatile Organic Compounds.  It is 
applied with an Electrostatic Sprayer that ensures 100% 
surface coverage.

Offertory Online
We know that not everyone is ready to return to in-
person worship at this time.  We ask that you continue to 
give regularly if you are able.  Thank you! 
Two ways to give at this time: 
• Online at cotgs.org/giving/pay-online/ 
• Mail a check to the Church Office.

JOURNEY TO THE  
HOLY LAND 2021

Specially-designed private worship and Eucharist 
services in locations where key biblical events are 
commemorated: Nazareth, Bethlehem, Capernaum, 
Sea of Galilee, Jericho, Dead Sea, and Jerusalem.  

One-of-a-kind tours and visits to unique locations in 
Nazareth, the Jordan River, Jericho, and Jerusalem. 
Opportunity to visit and worship with local Palestinian 
Christian congregations.  
Cost is approximately $2,435 ($500 deposit) 
Call Susan in the Church Office if interested.

October 29 - November 9, 2021 
You are invited to join other pilgrims from 
the Church of the Good Shepherd as we 
walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Together, 
we will visit the places of his birth, life, 
ministry, death and resurrection. Our 
experienced personal guide, Iyad Qumri, 
will lead us in exploring ancient places, 
vibrant markets, and modern museums in 
a land that is suspended between East and 
West, past and present.  

YOUTH COOKOUT 
KICK-OFF! 

Sunday, September 20 
6:30 p.m. Middle School Games 

7:30 p.m. Middle/High School Dinner 
8:00 p.m. High School Games 

Youth will officially begin Sunday, 
September 20th!  Our Youth Minister, 
Glenn Meschko, has been working hard 
at planning a fun and safe way to meet.  
We will begin with games and a cookout.  
Activities and dinner will be held outside.  
We ask all youth to bring their masks.  We 
will practice social distancing and we will 
provide hand sanitizer.   
Middle Schoolers (6th - 8th grade) will 
begin the evening with games from 6:30 - 
7:30.  Then the High Schoolers (9th - 12th 
grade) will join for a group cookout.  
Middle school will then leave and high 
school will play games until 9:00 p.m.

Help Kids at Salvation Army
Do you remember how important it is to 
show up to school with new clothes and 
new shoes on the first day of school?  This 
is what the Salvation Army wants for the 
children and teens that live in their facility.  
The Salvation Army Family Shelter is 
where many kids call home and they are in need of back-
to-school clothing.  Since the Salvation Army Mobile 
Canteen has been put on hold during this time, we are 
giving you another way you can help people in our 
community.  

Here’s how you can help: 

• Visit the Salvation Army website to learn more about 
how your donation supports children in need at the 
Salvation Army shelter. 
www.salvationarmycorpuschristi.org 

• Make a donation.  No donation is too small or too big 
to make a difference. 

http://www.salvationarmycorpuschristi.org
http://cotgs.org/giving/pay-online/
http://www.cotgs.org
mailto:cotgs@cotgs.org
http://cotgs.org/giving/pay-online/
http://www.salvationarmycorpuschristi.org
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CHURCH COMMUNITY

Being a Bright Light in a Dimly Lit World 
   from the Rev. William Campbell 

I have spent a lot of the past few months trying to think of the best way to rally and 
respond to the pandemic and everything else ongoing in our world. It has really been 
eating at me: mind, body, and spirit. And through all I have struggled to remain patient 
while I see work needing to be done. Especially because as the world around us struggles 
to acknowledge and deal with the widespread fear and uncertainty of our present 
moment, we Christians have knowledge of something that can really help—love. 

Love stands as the foundation of Christ’s teaching, as Christ states in John’s Gospel: “This 
is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12, NRSV). Likewise, love is our 
primary vehicle to understanding God as He is present in the world. In his letters, John explains that 
knowledge of love is knowledge of God, because God is love (paraphrase, First John 4:8), and he goes on to 
say that love and fear cannot coexist—that perfect love casts out fear (paraphrase, First John 4:18). The rise in 
fear, then, would seem to imply a decline in love in our world, which is problematic. 

Even before the pandemic, rising rates of people who admit feelings of fear and anxiety have been well 
documented: in the 12-years from 2006 to 2018 the percentage of Americans claiming to have experienced 
worry, “during a lot of the day yesterday” rose 11 percent—to 45 percent of the population; feelings of stress 
rose 9 percent—to 55 percent (source: Gallup, “Americans’ Stress, Worry and Anger Intensified in 2018” by 
Julie Ray). Keep in mind that that information is two-years old! We know 2020 has those figures skyrocketing. 
And stress isn’t limited to adults: 55 percent of parents have reported that their child or children have been 
acting out more since the pandemic began and 71 percent of parents are worried about the impact the 
pandemic is having on their child or children’s social development (source: American Psychological 
Association, “Stress in the Time of COVID-19”). No matter how we choose to count it, fear and anxiety has 
been on the rise—and the pandemic is bringing the crisis of fear into focus. 

Personally, I have always chalked the rise in fear and anxiety to the national and world-wide decline in church 
attendance. I think there is a real need for people to know who they are and Whose they are—to understand 
that God created us out of love in order that we might share love. And Christ does not call us to keep the 
knowledge we have to ourselves but to share it. In Mark, Christ commissions his disciples, saying, “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15, NRSV). Discipleship is sharing Christ’s 
good news—that of the nearness of God and His kingdom and His love for us all. Since Scripture is constantly 
calling us out of fear and into something more, Christians have a responsibility to stand up to the fear and 
anxiety we see in the world in the ways that Christ teaches us: to love God and neighbor as one’s own self, to 
give over all fears and anxieties to God, and to wait patiently for His coming. 

Certainly, love is a great start towards living into the truths evident throughout Scripture, but what is 
complicating a loving response to fear and anxiety, even in Christian circles, is how differently COVID-19 is 
requiring us to demonstrate love. The questions still remains: how can we respond to fear with love when the 
typical ways we express love are met with fear?  

         (continued on the next page) 
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CHURCH COMMUNITY

12 Day Tour

The answer, I’ve found, is not simple or clear. But we must be more patient and persistent than ever 
before in our love, in our worship, and with staying connected with who and Whose we are if we are 
going to stay ready to respond when we are, at last, able. We must keep seeking to worship Him in 
whatever ways we can. We must keep calling and encouraging each other—being open to talking 
about our fears and love with each other. We must find ways—however small—of being light in our 
darkened world in small ways. We must keep praying.  

Being patient in our world is hard, but rest assured that there will be plenty of work to do when the 
time comes—and that time will come soon enough. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5, NRSV) 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.”   (1 John 4:18, NRSV).  

Rally Day 2020 
Sunday, September 13 

We are excited to celebrate 160 years of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd on Rally Day.  It is our hope that we can gather safely and 
responsibly on September 13th.  Our staff is working on putting 
together a safe outdoor picnic.  Of course, like everything else 
these days, this is tentative, but we are making plans in hopes that 
we can be together.   

Be on the lookout for more information to come soon!
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WORSHIP SERVICES & HOURS 

Sunday Schedule for Summer 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. Family Eucharist 

Nursery For the Little Ones 
(Suspended until further notice) 
0 - 2 Years in the Nursery  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
3 Years - Kinder in Children’s Chapel  10:30 - 11:15 a.m. 
From Children’s Chapel they join their families in Church  
before Communion. 

Sunday School Classes  
(Suspended until further notice) 
Sundays 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
Children Meet in the Water Street Classrooms 
Youth Meet in the Water Street Classrooms 
Adults:   
Large Group w/Rev. Black & Rev. May in Munds Hall Auditorium 
Young Families w/ Rev. Campbell in Dobbins Hall Classroom 
Small Group w/Rev. Fuller in Munds Hall Library 

 

Weekday Services  
(Suspended until further notice) 
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. Midday Eucharist (Rite II) 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. Healing Service with  
   Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 

Monthly Services 
(Suspended until further notice.) 
We offer a service of Holy Communion at the Trinity 
Towers retirement community at 3:30 p.m. on the first 
Sunday of every month. 

St. James Chapel Services* 
Tuesdays at 8:05 a.m. Contemporary Morning Prayer  
   (Middle School Chapel) 
Tuesdays at 8:40 a.m. Contemporary Morning Prayer  
   (Lower School Chapel) 
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. St. James Preschool Chapel 
Thursdays at 8:10 a.m. Contemporary Morning Prayer 
   (All School Chapel) 

  * During the school year

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
700 S. Upper Broadway 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78401-3521 
(361)882-1735      cotgs@cotgs.org 


