
Holy Eucharist Rite Two            10:30 A.M.  26 April 2020

The Third Sunday of Easter
                                                

Opening Hymn #557 vss. 1-4                                            Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart

Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity BCP 355
                          Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ is risen.
              People         The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Gloria (said)                       

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.



The Lesson                   2 Samuel 11:1-15

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with 
his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 

 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking 
about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; 
the woman was very beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It 
was reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.’ 
So David sent messengers to fetch her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 
The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’ 

 So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.’ And Joab sent Uriah to 
David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and 
how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house, and 
wash your feet.’ Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a 
present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all 
the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told David, 
‘Uriah did not go down to his house’, David said to Uriah, ‘You have just come 
from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?’ Uriah said to David, 
‘The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants 
of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to 
drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do 
such a thing.’ Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here today also, and tomorrow I 
will send you back.’ So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 
David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the 
evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not 
go down to his house. 

 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the 
letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw 
back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.’ 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.



People:   Thanks be to God   

Psalm 32                                                                                      BCP 624

1    Happy are they whose transgressions are     forgiven, 
*    and whose sin is put away!

2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no 
guilt, *  and in whose spirit there is no guile!
 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
    because of my groaning all day long.
 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
    and did not conceal my guilt.
 

6 I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD." * Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to 
you in time of trouble; * when the great waters 
overflow, they shall not reach them.
 

8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
    you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
 

9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that 
you should go; *   I will guide you with my eye.
 

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no 
understanding; *
    who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
    or else they will not stay near you."
 



11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
    but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
 

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; *
    shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

The Epistle                                                                      Colossians 3:1-11

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 
him in glory. 

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, 
when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have 
clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ 
is all and in all! 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God   

The Holy Gospel                                                                       John 15:1-8

Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide 
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 



branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples. 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Milton E. Black, Jr.
                                    
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;



        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Form IV)                                         BCP 388

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may



be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence



Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Confession BCP 360

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.



The Peace BCP 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:      And also with you.

The Blessing and Dismissal

Closing Hymn #625 Ye Holy Angels Bright
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